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EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

We Love Jesus by Serving Others 

4th Sunday in Lent 

March 19, 2023, 10:30 AM  
Far Hills Campus Traditional Worship (Livestreamed) 

 

 

g a t h e r   
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

PRELUDE 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and sustains us 

with the gift of grace. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God’s mercy. 
 

 (silence for reflection and self-examination) 
 

P:  Holy God, 

C: we confess to you our faults and failings.  

Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word;  

we take for ourselves instead of giving to others;  

we spoil rather than steward your creation;  

we cause hurt though you call us to heal;  

we choose fear over compassion.  

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, as we seek to follow in your way of life. Amen. 

P: Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave God’s only Son, so that all may 

receive life. This promise is for you! God embraces you with divine mercy, ☩ forgives you in 

Christ’s name, and revives you in the Spirit’s power. 

C: Amen. 

 

SHARING THE PEACE 
 

P:  We have been forgiven and reconciled to God through Christ our Savior. Therefore, let us be 

reconciled to each other and share the peace of the Lord.  

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

C: And also with you. 
 

Please take this time to say hello and share the peace in the comment section of the YouTube channel 

livestream or in the Facebook feed comment section. Take a selfie and let us know you are worshiping with us! 
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OPENING HYMN: PRAISE THE ONE WHO BREAKS THE DARKNESS #843 

 
 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the reconciling love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
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KYRIE  

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 

w o rd   
 

WELCOMING THE CHILDREN  
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FIRST READING: 1 SAMUEL 16:1-13 
 

1The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king over 

Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for 

myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the 

LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3Invite Jesse to the 

sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” 
4Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him 

trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; 

sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them 

to the sacrifice. 

 6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed is now before the LORD.” 
7But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I 

have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the 

LORD looks on the heart.” 8Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither 
has the LORD chosen this one.” 9Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD 

chosen this one.” 10Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD 

has not chosen any of these.” 11Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains 

yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will 

not sit down until he comes here.” 12He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, 

and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” 13Then Samuel took the horn 

of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David 

from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
 

A: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

RESPONSIVE READING: PSALM 23 
 

A: The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. 

C: The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters. 

A: You restore my soul, O Lord, and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 

C: Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;  

for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

A: You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;  

you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 

C: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,  

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

 

SECOND READING: EPHESIANS 5:8-14 
 

8Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—9for the fruit of the 

light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no 

part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is shameful even to mention what 

such people do secretly; 13but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14for everything that becomes 

visible is light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 
 

A: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 

P: The holy gospel according to St. John. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL READING: JOHN 9:1-41 
 

1As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this 

man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he 

was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent 

me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of 

the world.” 6When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the 

mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went 

and washed and came back able to see. 8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar 

began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were 

saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10But they kept asking him, “Then 
how were your eyes opened?” 11He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and 

said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 12They said to him, 

“Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 

 13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a sabbath day when 

Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received 

his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees 

said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man 

who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17So they said again to the blind man, “What 

do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 

 18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents 

of the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? 

How then does he now see?”  
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20His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21but we do not know 

how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for 

himself.” 22His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that 

anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23Therefore his parents 

said, “He is of age; ask him.” 24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they 

said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He answered, “I do not know whether 

he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26They said to him, “What did he 

do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not 

listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28Then they reviled 

him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses, 

but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30The man answered, “Here is an astonishing 

thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not 

listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the world 

began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this man were not from 

God, he could do nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach 

us?” And they drove him out. 

 35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son 

of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 37Jesus said to him, 

“You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped 

him. 39Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who 

do see may become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not 

blind, are we?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We 

see,’ your sin remains.” 
 

P: The gospel of the Lord.  

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: I WANT TO WALK AS A CHILD OF THE LIGHT #815 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
 

A: Together with the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

 creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (after each petition…) 
 

A: Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

m e a l    
 

OFFERING: BESIDE STILL WATERS (Joseph Martin) Epiphany Chorale 

 
Please prayerfully consider giving by text or online: www.epiphanydayton.org/giveserve. You can also access 

GIVE+ Text instructions from the same drop-down menu or simply text the dollar amount of your contribution 

to 833-941-1494. 
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OFFERTORY: COME TO THE TABLE #481 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   
 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…join their unending hymn: 
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SANCTUS  

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
 

If you are unable to attend worship due to health concerns, please contact the church office to be included on 

the homebound list. 
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COMMUNION HYMN: GOD, BE THE LOVE TO SEARCH AND KEEP ME  

 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 

 

s en d    
 

BENEDICTION 
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CLOSING HYMN: BE THOU MY VISION #793 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

A: Go in peace. Serve in love. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

Please take a moment to share comments and fellowship with each other after the service is completed.  

The livestream will continue for a few minutes to allow for your interaction. 

 

 

Scripture readings for the 5th Sunday in Lent, March 26, 2023: 

Ezekiel 37:1-14, Psalm 130, Romans 8:6-11, John 11:1-45 
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S e r v i n g  i n  W o r s h i p  

 

Presiding Minister: Pastor Julie Reuning-Scherer 

Assisting Minister: Bob Hess 

Organist: John Benjamin 

Sound: Ted Meyer 

Stream Team: Anthony Brown, Alex Wasser 

Ushers: Lon & Therese Molnar 

Communion Servers: Wendy Beavers, Cindy Hess, Kim Knechtly, Ann Painter, Kathleen Wilson 

 

 

P a r i s h  N o t e s  

The roses on the altars are placed in celebration of the birth of William Isaac Beam, grandchild of Kelly 

Lenz, and born to Meredith and Brandon Beam. 
 

The flowers at the Far Hills Campus are given by Heidi and Al Alesi and Sarina Alesi in memory of 

Heidi’s mother, Waltraud Limberg, who passed away on Sunday, March 12 at the age of 101. 
 

Sympathy to Heidi Alesi on the death of her mother, and to the families of Bryan Hucke and John 

McEvoy on their deaths. 
 

Community Conversation | TODAY | Far Hills Sanctuary 

Please join us as we discuss the associate pastor call, the Sheetz proposal beside the Far Hills property, 

strategic planning, and finances and giving.  
 

"Meeting Jesus at the Table" 

Lenten Wednesdays in March | 6-7:30 PM | Far Hills Celebration Center 

Join us for soup supper, stories about Jesus and meals, and Holy Communion. Bring a soup, salad, bread, 

or dessert to share as you are able; sign-ups are online and in the Narthex just outside the worship space 

at Far Hills. Programming is inclusive of children of all ages. 
 

Natalie Heimann Appreciation 

In gratitude to God for Natalie and the gifts she has shared among us, we invite you to join us in 

celebration of her ministry! 

• Today, March 19, 10 a.m. at the Austin Campus  

• March 26, 10 a.m. in the Far Hills Gathering Space  

If you would like to make a contribution in Natalie's honor, she has designated the Haitian Timoun 

Foundation (HTF), specifically the Haitian Education and Leadership (HELP) program, which provides a 

college education to some of Haiti's brightest young adults who would not be able to attend without this 

program. To make a gift, please give online under "Haiti - HELP" or make your gift by cash or check to 

Epiphany Lutheran Church with "Natalie Heimann appreciation" in the memo.   
 

Congregation-Wide Service Project: Pantry Care Packages 

Each week during Lent, we will collect different personal care and cleaning items. The following items can 

be donated at any time: laundry detergent (no pods), toothbrushes and toothpaste, deodorant, shampoo 

and toilet paper. Monetary donations are accepted online or by check with "Lent Project" in the check 

memo; each care package costs about $25.  
 

Easter Flower Orders 

Help us decorate the altars this Easter by ordering Easter flowers. Proceeds will benefit the Bible fund. 

Order online or pick up an order form at this Sunday's services. Please include the name of the person 

ordering and the name of the person being honored/remembered. 
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EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

Far Hills Campus 

6430 Far Hills Ave. 

Dayton, OH 45459 

(937) 433-1449 
 

9:00 AM Praise Worship  

 (Sanctuary) 

10:30 AM Traditional Worship  

 (Sanctuary) 

Austin Campus 

10551 Sheehan Rd. 

Dayton, OH 45458 

(937) 886-9885 
 

9:00 AM Traditional Worship 

 

10:30 AM Praise Worship 

 

 

www.epiphanydayton.org 

10:30 AM Livestream 

(Broadcast alternates weekly between Far Hills and Austin) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L e t  U s  P r a y  f o r  Y o u  

We want to know when you’re hospitalized and when you have a major life event, such as a birth, marriage, death in the 

family, etc. If you have a prayer request, please contact Pastor Julie (860-371-4030, jreuning-scherer@epiphanydayton.org). 

 

W e l c o m e  G u e s t s !  

We want to get to know you! If you are a first-time or returning guest, please fill out a Connection Card located at the usher 

table as you enter the Sanctuary. Please either return it to an usher or place it in the offering plate. There is also space for 

prayer requests. 

 Next steps: Become a part of the Epiphany family by attending regularly, and get involved by coming to one of our events 

or by helping one of our many ministries. We invite you to see where loving Jesus by serving others might lead you. Our pastors 

and staff are always available to help you find ways to get connected in service and fellowship. 

 For more info or questions, please ask our campus coordinators, Jennifer Henderson (Far Hills) or Brittany Albert 

(Austin), or contact Natalie Heimann, director of member engagement (nheimann@epiphanydayton.org or ext. 100). Thanks 

again for joining us today! 

 

 
Epiphany Lutheran Church streams one of its worship services every Sunday, 

and the videos are shared on Epiphany’s website and social media channels. 
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