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EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

We Love Jesus by Serving Others 

2nd Sunday of Advent 

December 4, 2022, 10:30 AM  
Far Hills Campus Traditional Worship (Livestreamed) 

 

 

g a t h e r   
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

PRELUDE: FREU DICH SEHR (Alfred Fedak)  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P:  Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. 

C: Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen. 

P: Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins, and confess them to the 

one who is merciful and just. 
 

 (silence for reflection and self-examination) 
 

P:  God of new beginnings, 

C: we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign.  

We have strayed from your paths. We prepare for war instead of peace.  

We dishonor one another and your creation.  

Purify us with your refining fire and set us again on your way of love, that we may 

bear fruit worthy of repentance, and welcome your coming among us. Amen. 

P: People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living sign. By water and 

the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. You have put on ☩ Christ, and your sins have been 

washed away. Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

SHARING THE PEACE 
 

P:  We have been forgiven and reconciled to God through Christ our Savior. Therefore, let us be 

reconciled to each other and share the peace of the Lord. The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

C: And also with you. 
 

Please take this time to say hello and share the peace in the comment section of the YouTube channel 

livestream or in the Facebook feed comment section. Take a selfie and let us know you are worshiping with us! 
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OPENING HYMN: ON JORDAN’S BANK THE BAPTIST’S CRY #249 

vv. 1,3,5 – All, v. 2 – Men; v. 4 – Women 

 
 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

P: From the one who is and who was and who is to come, grace and peace be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
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KYRIE: THERE IS A LONGING IN OUR HEARTS  

 (All – Refrain, Cantor – Verses 2,4) 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 

w o rd   
 

WELCOMING THE CHILDREN  

 

  

Cantor: 
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LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH: WELCOME 
 

A: Let us pray. We praise you, O God, for this circle of light that marks our days of preparation for 

Christ’s advent. 

C: As we light the candles on this wreath, kindle within us the fire of your Spirit, that 

we may be light shining in the darkness. Enlighten us with your grace, that we may 

welcome others as you have welcomed us. Grant this through Christ our Lord, 

whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. Amen. 
 

(the first 2 candles are lighted) 

 

RESPONSE: LIGHT ONE CANDLE #240 

 

 

 
 

 
 

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 11:1-10 
 

1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 

  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, 

  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

 3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 

 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
6The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

 the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 

 7The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; 

  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,  

  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 

 9They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; 

 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 
10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples;  

the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
 

A: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING: ROMANS 15:4-13 
 

4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the 

encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of steadfastness and encouragement 

grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that together you may 

with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 8For I tell you 

that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might 

confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. 

As it is written, 

 “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name”; 
10and again he says, 

 “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 
11and again, 

 “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him”; 
12and again Isaiah says, 

 “The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 

 in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the 

power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

A: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: CELTIC ALLELUIA #174 

 
 

P: The holy gospel according to St. Matthew. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL READING: MATTHEW 3:1-12 
 

1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2“Repent, for the kingdom 

of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 

 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’ ” 
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild 

honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 
6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
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 7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of 

vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume 

to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise 

up children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not 

bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 

 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am 

not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his 

hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn 

with unquenchable fire.” 
 

P: The gospel of the Lord.  

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY: LO, HOW A ROSE E’ER BLOOMING #272 
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NICENE CREED 
 

A: Together with the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

 the only Son of God,  

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

 begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

 through him all things were made.  

 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary  

 and became truly human. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

 he suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the scriptures; 

 he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

 and his kingdom will have no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (after each petition…) 
 

A: Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
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m e a l    
 

OFFERING: COMFORT, COMFORT Epiphany Chorale 
 

“Comfort, comfort now my people; tell of peace!” So says our God. 

Comfort those who sit in darkness mourning under sorrow’s load. 

To God’s people now proclaim that God’s pardon waits for them! 

Tell them that their war is over; God will reign in peace forever! 
 

For the herald’s voice is crying in the desert far and near, 

Calling us to true repentance, since the Kingdom now is here. 

Oh, that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God away! 

Let the valleys rise to meet him, and the hills bow down to greet him! 
 

Straight shall be what long was crooked, and the rougher places plain! 

Let your hearts be true and humble, as befits his holy reign! 

For the glory of the Lord now on earth is shed abroad, 

And all flesh shall see the token that God’s word is never broken. 

 
Text: Johann G. Olearius (1611-1684), tr. Catherine Winkworth (1829-1878).  

Music: Freu dich sehr, arr. John Ferguson © 1987 Augsburg Publishing House. All rights reserved. 

 

 

Please prayerfully consider giving by text or online: www.epiphanydayton.org/giveserve. You can also access 

GIVE+ Text instructions from the same drop-down menu or simply text the dollar amount of your contribution 

to 833-941-1494. 

 

OFFERTORY: THE KING SHALL COME #260 

 

 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   
 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…join their unending hymn: 
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SANCTUS  

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P: Holy One, the beginning and the end… 
 

P: Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

P: With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming. 

C: Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

P: Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh 

in us. Awaken your people.  

Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

C: Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

P: All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most 

High, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
 

If you are unable to attend worship due to health concerns, please contact the church office to be included on 

the homebound list. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN: O DAY OF PEACE #711 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
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s en d    
 

BENEDICTION 

 

CLOSING HYMN: PREPARE THE ROYAL HIGHWAY #264 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

A: Go in peace. Christ is near. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Please take a moment to share comments and fellowship with each other after the service is completed.  

The livestream will continue for a few minutes to allow for your interaction. 

 

 

 

Scripture readings for the 3rd Sunday of Advent, December 11, 2022: 

Isaiah 35:1-10, Luke 1:46-55, Matthew 11:2-11 
  



12 

S e r v i n g  i n  Wo rsh i p  

 

Presiding Minister: Pastor Barry Scott 

Assisting Minister: Sandy Houpt 

Organist: John Benjamin 

Cantor: Suzie Peloquin 

Sound: Alex Wasser 

Livestream: Anthony Brown, Ryan Pearson 

Ushers: Doug & Henry Glass, Lon & Therese Molnar 

Communion Servers: Felicity Glass, Mary Moenter, Charlotte & Sam Richard, RoseAnn Venis 

 

 

P a r i s h  No te s  
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EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Far Hills Campus 

6430 Far Hills Ave. 

Dayton, OH 45459 

(937) 433-1449 
 

Special Services on December 11: 

9:00 & 11:00 AM 

Children’s Christmas Program 

(Celebration Center) 

Austin Campus 

10551 Sheehan Rd. 

Dayton, OH 45458 

(937) 886-9885 
 

9:00 AM Traditional Worship 

 

10:30 AM Praise Worship 

 

 

www.epiphanydayton.org 

10:30 AM Livestream 

(Broadcast alternates weekly between Far Hills and Austin) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L e t  U s  P r a y  f o r  Y o u  

We want to know when you’re hospitalized and when you have a major life event, such as a birth, marriage, death in the 

family, etc. If you have a prayer request, please contact Pastor Julie (860-371-4030, jreuning-scherer@epiphanydayton.org). 

 

W e l c o m e  G u e s t s !  

We want to get to know you! If you are a first-time or returning guest, please fill out a Connection Card located at the usher 

table as you enter the Sanctuary. Please either return it to an usher or place it in the offering plate. There is also space for 

prayer requests. 

 Next steps: Become a part of the Epiphany family by attending regularly, and get involved by coming to one of our events 

or by helping one of our many ministries. We invite you to see where loving Jesus by serving others might lead you. Our pastors 

and staff are always available to help you find ways to get connected in service and fellowship. 

 For more info or questions, please ask our campus coordinators, Jennifer Henderson (Far Hills) or Brittany Albert 

(Austin), or contact Natalie Heimann, director of member engagement (nheimann@epiphanydayton.org or ext. 100). Thanks 

again for joining us today! 

 

 
Epiphany Lutheran Church streams one of its worship services every Sunday, 

and the videos are shared on Epiphany’s website and social media channels. 
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