
1 

EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

We Love Jesus by Serving Others 

Nativity of Our Lord – Christmas Eve 

December 24, 2022, 5:00 PM  
Far Hills Campus Traditional Worship (Livestreamed) 

 

 

The parts of this service are said by the following: P: Pastor, A: Assisting Minister, C: Congregation 
 

WELCOME 

Merry Christmas! Welcome to Epiphany Lutheran Church and our celebration of the birth of Christ. 

Whether you attend regularly, are an occasional visitor, or are here for the very first time, we are glad 

you are here. O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

 

g a t h e r   
 

PRELUDE  
 

(3:00) 

Pastor Julie Reuning-Scherer  

Puppets, Lori Embry, director HOLY HOLY 
 

(5:00) 

Lucas Hung, hammered dulcimer, Micah Hung, clarinet 

Epiphany Chorale CLIMB TO THE TOP OF THE HIGHEST MOUNTAIN  (Carolyn Jennings) 

Andy Lewis, cello  
 

(7:00) 

Lucas Hung, hammered dulcimer, Micah Hung, clarinet 

Epiphany Chorale CLIMB TO THE TOP OF THE HIGHEST MOUNTAIN  (Carolyn Jennings) 

Kathleen Wilson 

Jubilate Bells,  LOVE CAME DOWN AT CHRISTMAS (arr. Jason Krug) 

 Jill Byers, director, Sharon Bond, Janet Morgan, Aileen, Alex, & Shirley Wasser 
 

(10:00) 

The Benjamin Family 
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THE CHRISTMAS PROCLAMATION & LIGHTING OF THE SANCTUARY CANDLES JOHN 1:1-5 

 

OPENING HYMN: O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL #283 
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CHRISTMAS DIALOGUE: FROM JOHN 1 AND ISAIAH 9 
 

P:  The Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory. 

C:  Oh, come, let us worship him. 

P:  The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 

C:  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

P:  Those who lived in a land of deep darkness – on them light has shined. 

C:  We have seen Christ’s glory, the glory as of a Father’s only Son, full of grace and 

truth. 

P:  For a child has been born for us, a son given to us. 

C:  What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 

P:  Today, Christ is born; today salvation has appeared. 

C:  Glory to God in the highest! Alleluia! 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE: FROM HEAVEN ABOVE #268 

 

 

 
 

 
 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

P:  Today Christ is born. Alleluia!  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, Word made flesh, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
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w o rd   
 

PASTORAL WELCOME  

 

WELCOMING THE CHILDREN  

 

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 9:2-7 
 

2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness—

on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you 

as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar 

across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5For all the 

boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 6For 

a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7His authority shall grow continually, and there 

shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice 

and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 

A: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: TITUS 2:11-14 
 

11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce impiety and worldly 

passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for 

the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who 
gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who 

are zealous for good deeds. 
 

A: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH #289 

(v. 1 before processional, v. 3 after processional) 
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P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL READING: Luke 2:1-20 
 

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2This was 

the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to 

be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 

Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with 

Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for 

her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and 

laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then 

an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 

terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy 

for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This 

will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly 

there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14“Glory to God in the 

highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go 

now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So 

they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, 

they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what 

the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The 

shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.  

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING #270 
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NICENE CREED 
 

A: Together with the whole church, in every time and place,  

let us confess our faith. 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

 the only Son of God,  

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

 begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

 through him all things were made.  

 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary  
 and became truly human. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

 he suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the scriptures; 

 he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

 and his kingdom will have no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (after each petition…) 
 

A: Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

m e a l    
 

SHARING THE PEACE 
 

P: At the birth of Christ the angels sang a song of peace and goodwill.  

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

Please take this time to say hello and share the peace in the comment section of the YouTube channel 

livestream or in the Facebook feed comment section. Take a selfie and let us know you are worshiping with us! 
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OFFERING 
 

(5/7/10) HOW FAR IS IT TO BETHLEHEM? (arr. David Huntsinger)  Epiphany Chorale 

 

Please prayerfully consider giving by text or online: www.epiphanydayton.org/giveserve. You can also access 

GIVE+ Text instructions from the same drop-down menu or simply text the dollar amount of your contribution 

to 833-941-1494. 

 

OFFERTORY: ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY #269 

 

 

 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 

praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder and 

mystery of the Word made flesh, you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of 

your glory, that beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we 

cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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SANCTUS: ANGELS, FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY #275 

 

 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

P: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life… 
 

P: Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

P: With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming. 

C: Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

P: Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh 

in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

C: Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

P: All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most 

High, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
 

If you are unable to attend worship due to health concerns, please contact the church office to be included on 

the homebound list. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN: AWAY IN A MANGER #277 
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COMMUNION HYMN: O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM #279 
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COMMUNION HYMN: ON CHRISTMAS NIGHT #274 
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POST-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 

 

CANDLE LITANY 
 

The pastor will light candles from the Christ candle in the Advent wreath, and in turn will light the candles of 

the acolytes. The acolytes will then distribute the light to the congregation. As the candles are lit, we give thanks 

for the gift of Jesus Christ, the light of the world. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 

overcome it. Please tip only unlit candles to receive the flame.  
 

P: The world turns from darkness to light. 

C: We have seen his glory. 

P: See the radiance of a newborn child. 

C: Light and life come through him alone. 

P: He is Alpha and Omega. 

C: For the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

P: He is the Promised One of old, 
C: the source of life and hope and joy. 

P: Christ the Savior is born. 

C: We have seen his glory. 

P: God blesses us with light, 

C: the light of the Child of Bethlehem. 
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HYMN OF REFLECTION: SILENT NIGHT #281 

 
 

s en d    
 

CHRISTMAS PRAYER 

 

BENEDICTION 
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CLOSING HYMN: LOVE HAS COME #292 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

A: Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim the good news. 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

Please take a moment to share comments and fellowship with each other after the service is completed.  

The livestream will continue for a few minutes to allow for your interaction. 

 

 

 

 

 

Scripture readings for the Nativity of Our Lord, December 25, 2022: 

Isaiah 62:6-12, Psalm 97, Titus 3:4-7, Luke 2:1-20 
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S e r v i n g  i n  W o r s h i p  

 

Presiding Minister: (3/7/10) Pastor Julie Reuning-Scherer 

 (5) Pastor Barry Scott 

Preaching:  (3) Pastor Barry Scott 

 (5/7/10) Pastor Julie Reuning-Scherer 

Assisting Minister: (3) Andy Addy, (5) Jane Lane 

 (7) Mark Chilson, (10) Bob Hess 

Organist/Cantor: John Benjamin 

Sound: Melonie June Warren 

Stream Team:  Landon Henderson, Ryan Pearson 

Ushers: (3) Kevin Carlson, Dean Erskine 

 (5) John Dietrich, Dean Erskine, Bob Sulgrove 

 (7) Ron Armstrong, Dean Erskine 

 (10) George Downs, Dean Erskine 
Communion Servers: (3) Michelle Carlson, Lori Embry, Pam & Steve Lubbers 

 (5) Wendy Beavers, Emily Hendrickson, Molly McConnell,  

  Dorothy Sisken 

 (7) Martha Armstrong-Benjamin, Mary Moenter, Ann Painter,  

  Dorothy Sisken 

 (10) Mary Downs, Cindy Hess, Lisa Miller 

Acolytes: (3) Claire Bennett, Archer, Aurelia & Tristan Crews, Mark Millward 

 (5) Cooper Henderson, Hannah & Leah Hendrickson, Reid Pearson 

 (7) Carson & Connor Cusick, Vivian Proehl, Charlotte & Sam Richard 

 (10) Erich & Kendall Biermann 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H o l i d a y  S e r v i c e s  

 

Christmas Day New Year's Day 

Sunday, December 25 Sunday, January 1 

10:30 AM, Far Hills Campus 10:30 AM, Austin Campus 

Lessons and Carols Praise Worship 

(not livestreamed) (livestreamed) 
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P a r i s h  N o t e s  
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EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

Far Hills Campus 

6430 Far Hills Ave. 

Dayton, OH 45459 

(937) 433-1449 
 

9:00 AM Praise Worship  

 (Sanctuary) 

10:30 AM Traditional Worship  

 (Sanctuary) 

Austin Campus 

10551 Sheehan Rd. 

Dayton, OH 45458 

(937) 886-9885 
 

9:00 AM Traditional Worship 

 

10:30 AM Praise Worship 

 

 

www.epiphanydayton.org 

10:30 AM Livestream 

(Broadcast alternates weekly between Far Hills and Austin) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L e t  U s  P r a y  f o r  Y o u  

We want to know when you’re hospitalized and when you have a major life event, such as a birth, marriage, death in the 

family, etc. If you have a prayer request, please contact Pastor Julie (860-371-4030, jreuning-scherer@epiphanydayton.org). 

 

W e l c o m e  G u e s t s !  

We want to get to know you! If you are a first-time or returning guest, please fill out a Connection Card located at the usher 

table as you enter the Sanctuary. Please either return it to an usher or place it in the offering plate. There is also space for 

prayer requests. 

 Next steps: Become a part of the Epiphany family by attending regularly, and get involved by coming to one of our events 

or by helping one of our many ministries. We invite you to see where loving Jesus by serving others might lead you. Our pastors 

and staff are always available to help you find ways to get connected in service and fellowship. 

 For more info or questions, please ask our campus coordinators, Jennifer Henderson (Far Hills) or Brittany Albert 

(Austin), or contact Natalie Heimann, director of member engagement (nheimann@epiphanydayton.org or ext. 100). Thanks 

again for joining us today! 

 

 
Epiphany Lutheran Church streams one of its worship services every Sunday, 

and the videos are shared on Epiphany’s website and social media channels. 
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