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Serving in Worship
Presiding: Pastor Jay Shailer
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Pianist: John Benjamin
Cantor: Bob Ellefson
Stream Team: Scott Haligowski, Anthony Brown, Drew Simon
Sound & Slides: Melonie Johns & Roland Hogendoorn

GATHER
PRELUDE:

John Benjamin

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Before God and in the company of our brothers and sisters, we confess our sin.
(Silence for reflection)

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
At this time, please share the peace with those around you. Also, please take this time to say hello and share
the peace in the comment section of the YouTube channel livestream or in the Facebook feed comment
section. Take a selfie and let us know you are worshiping with us!

GATHERING HYMN: IMMORTAL, INVISIBLE, GOD ONLY WISE

APOSTOLIC GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
C: And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE: GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST
Cantor

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray: O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness.
Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing
your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

WORD
WELCOMING THE CHILDREN
FIRST READING: Genesis 50:15-21
15

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge against
us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your
father gave this instruction before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and
the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your
father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said,
“We are here as your slaves.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20Even
though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as
he is doing today. 21So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured
them, speaking kindly to them.
P: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALMODY: Psalm 103

Isaac Watts | Aaron Williams

SECOND READING: Romans 14:1-12
1

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. 2Some believe in
eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and
those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. 4Who are you to
pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be
upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.
5
Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully
convinced in their own minds. 6Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat,
eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord
and give thanks to God.

7

We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die,
we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died
and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.
10
Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister?
For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11For it is written,
“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
12
So then, each of us will be accountable to God.
P: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ALLELUIA

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 18:21-35
P: The holy gospel according to St. Matthew.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
21

Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often
should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven
times.
23
“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with
his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to
him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his
possessions, and payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with
me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave
him the debt. 28But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a
hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell down
and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30But he refused; then he went and threw
him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were
greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord
summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with
me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord
handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to
every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”
P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON: Pastor Charlie Woodward

HYMN OF THE DAY: Our Father, We Have Wandered

APOSTLES’ CREED
P: Together with the whole church, let us confess our faith.
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (after each petition…)
P: Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.

OFFERTORY: I WILL SING NEW SONGS by Dvorak

Bob Ellefson

Please, prayerfully consider giving by text or online: www.epiphanydayton.org/giveserve/
You can also get to a description of GIVE+ Text from the same menu or simply text the dollar amount of
your contribution to 833-941-1494.

SENDING
OFFERING PRAYER
P: Let us pray: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of

your good creation. Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and
drink, and send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy. The
Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, + Son, and Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen.

SENDING HYMN: CROWN HIM WITH MANY CROWNS (VV. 1, 3, 4, 5)

DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace, serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please take a few moments to share comments and fellowship with each other after the
service is completed. The livestream will continue for a few extra minutes to allow
for your interaction.
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Parish Notes
Recently hospitalized: Sally Beals

Announcements
School Supply Drive benefiting Montgomery County Children’s Services
Collection bins will be provided at the worship services the next two Sundays, or you may bring your
donations to the Far Hills Campus, under the overhang, on Wednesday, September 23, 5-7:30 p.m.,
or on Thursday, September 24, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Thank you so much for your continued support!
Supply list request:
• glue and glue sticks
• 10-12 count wide markers
• 10-12 count thin markers
• 24 count crayons and 10-12 count colored pencils
• blunt tip scissors
• 12-inch rulers
• number 2 pencils and large pink erasers
• black ink pens and red ink pens
• highlighters
• back packs
Lutheran Disaster Response
Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR) is actively engaged with Lutheran Social Services and several
synods in the communities affected by wildfires. LDR is also working with Lutheran Social Services
and synods in response to Hurricane Laura. You can give online to Lutheran Disaster Response at
any time and designate a gift, or no designation will allow your gift to be used where needed
most;100% of giving is directed to those in need.
Save the Date: Pet Blessing
Epiphany and St. Francis will partner for a drive-through pet blessing at St. Francis of Assisi Parish on
October 3. Time TBA. Questions? Contact Pastor Jay Shailer.

