
AUGUST 2017

       the       Grapevine Update

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Since the Congregational Meeting in May, we have 
successfully transitioned to new Council representation, 
and we started the new fiscal year. Many things have 
transpired regarding the Growing Place Capital Appeal, and 
to keep you - active partners in Epiphany’s ministries and 
future - informed, we launch this newsletter, aptly titled the 
Grapevine. 

Delivered monthly via email with copies set out at both 
campuses, the Grapevine will provide an update regarding 
the four cornerstones of the Growing Place Capital Appeal: 
1) the Austin Campus expansion, 2) the Far Hills Campus 
Outdoor Chapel and Memorial Garden, 3) Far Hills Campus 
major maintenance items and 4) debt reduction. Each issue 
will also report the campaign’s commitment and giving 
status. 

We hope that you’ll find these newsletters easy to read, 
informative and helpful. Please drop us a line if you wish 
to give feedback or suggestions, and feel free to share 
our exciting news with your friends. Epiphany is a Growing 
Place!

Peace,
Mark Chilson, Council President
Pastor Charlie Woodward
Pastor Jay Shailer 
Pastor Tracy Paschke-Johannes

Campaign giving has begun! 

Giving toward capital appeal commitments began in July, but it is never too late to make a pledge or to give one-
time gifts as you are willing and able. If you have any questions regarding your commitment amount or giving 
status, please contact Ken Proehl (kproehl@epiphanydayton.org, 937-433-1449).  

Status as of July 31, 2017

Pledged    $1,527,718.00       Received     $242,413.02

W E L C O M E !

G I V I N G  U P D A T E



The Memorial Garden plans have been drafted, and a 
task force has been formed to review the plans and the 
guidelines for the gardens. Together with the outdoor 
chapel plans, the two groups are working together with 
the designers and architects to come to a final set of 
plans, which is expected to incorporate Epiphany’s current 
landscaping and plants into the new garden area.

M E M O R I A L  G A R D E N

We recently met with Brown and Bills Architects to revise 
the outdoor chapel plans to meet the adjusted budget. 
A team has been assembled to serve as a review panel 
to make sure the scope, design and aesthetics meet the 
wants and needs of Epiphany Lutheran Church, and the 
team met to review the plans. 

The team is working out many details with the architects in 
order to finalize the plans. The hope is to move forward on 
the project in the early Spring of 2018. 

F A C I L I T Y  M A I N T E N A N C E

A U S T I N  C A M P U S  E X P A N S I O N

As of August 1, Epiphany Lutheran Church paid down $400 thousand on the mortgage and refinanced the loan, 
which will save us more than $17 thousand per year on mortgage payments. 

Next we will begin work with Union Savings Bank for the Austin Campus Expansion construction loan approved by 
the congregation. 

D E B T  M A N A G E M E N T

Capital Appeal commitments will cover the replacement 
of the Sanctuary HVAC at Far Hills Campus, with work 
beginning in Spring 2018. A work proposal has been 
received. 

The following major maintenenace items at the Far Hills 
Campus are tabled until further notice: major parking 
lot maintenance, carpet replacement in the Celebration 
Center, and heat to the lower level entrance. If actual 
giving exceeds pledges, then the possiblity of proceeding 
with these items will be revisited.

T H A N K S  A  B U N C H !
Many thanks to the Capital Appeal 
Leadership Team and 2016-2017 
Church Council members during the 
Capital Appeal process. The time and 
dediciation of the following people led the congregation 
in its generous giving toward Epiphany’s growing future: 

Natalie Bergmann  Ken Proehl
Michelle Carlson  Norman Krueckeberg
Mark Chilson   Ann Painter 
Don Clark   Verity Snyder 
Matt Davenport  Troy and Kelly Stoller
John Ferguson  Brent Strobel 
Tara Hastings   Ed Wasser
Carlin Heimann  Brett Wierwille 
Julie Johnson   Lindsay Wipperman

We apologize if we missed anyone from the original team.

O U T D O O R  C H A P E L

WSA, the architect, completed the construction 
documents, which have been reviewed by the project 
team consisting of Brad Donaghue, Todd Holms, Todd 
Schluter, and Brian Wudke. A building permit has been 
filed with Washington Township, and a number of 
contractors have been invited to bid on the project.  


